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Recent Updates

The Corps is nearing completion of the preliminary draft of the Erosion Information
Papers (EIP), with about 50 of these being sent to the communities for their review so far.
Over the next few months, the remainder of the communities will be sent a copy of their
draft EIP for review as well. As the EIP are finalized, they will be posted to the Baseline
Erosion website at www.alaskaerosion.com.

The Corps and state are currently examining the EIP to determine which communities
need assistance immediately, which communities have erosion issues that should be
watched closely, and which communities have erosion issues that appear to be of little
threat at this time.

The Corps is also starting to draft the findings of the assessment, which will contain the
information gathered, the processes used to analyze information, and will contain several
ideas to address erosion in Alaska.

Background

The Baseline Erosion Assessment is a study to coordinate, plan, and provide an overall
assessment on shoreline erosion management efforts in the State of Alaska. The Corps,
working with the state and other stakeholders, has developed this baseline study to
provide a reasonable and measured response to erosion issues in Alaska. It also will
provide those affected by erosion recommendations on ways they can address their
concerns.

The FY 2005 Consolidated Appropriations, Conference Report contained the following
language.

“The conference finds there is a need for an Alaska erosion baseline study to
coordinate and plan the appropriate responses and assistance for Alaska villages
in the most need and to provide an overall assessment on the priority of which
villages should receive assistance. Therefore, the conference has provided the
$2,000,000 for this study.”

How Communities Were Identified - The Corps solicited input from a wide variety of
federal, state, regional, and Tribal stakeholders to assist in identifying communities that
are experiencing some sort of erosion problem. In addition, each Tribe was individually
sent a letter to ask if their community was experiencing erosion problems. This input,
coupled with the Corps’ knowledge and historical information, helped create a
comprehensive list of communities that have been, currently are, or potentially will be
experiencing some sort of erosion problem. The list, which now numbers 181
communities, continues to grow as stakeholder coordination continues.



The attached list is broken down into four categories to help understand how the Corps is
addressing erosion issues in each community. The following information is provided to
help describe the different categories and to provide some context for what work the
Corps of Engineers is undertaking to address the complex issues of erosion in Alaska.

Spreadsheet Categories

Tribal Partnership Authority Communities - These seven communities were identified
by Congress in 2003 legislation,* which provided the Corps $2.0 million to answer three
questions. What is the ongoing cost of erosion? What would the cost be to relocate or co-
locate these communities? How long do these communities have left until there is
complete failure of land for each community? The legislation also directed the Corps to
utilize $1.0 million of the funds provided to "...expedite all necessary environmental
studies to document the impacts of this severe and continuing erosion.”

Alaska Coastal Erosion Authority Communities - These nine communities were
identified by Congress in 2006 legislation’ that provided $2.4 million to implement
Section 117° projects. The following summarizes the status for each of these efforts.
These nipe communities were also the same ones named in the 2003 GAO Alaska
Villages".

Baseline Erosion Assessment - Full Assessment Communities - This group of eleven
communities was selected by the Corps and the state sponsor to have detailed erosion
assessments developed. These communities were chosen because of their geographical
proximity to each other, because many of these communities have given multiple reports
of erosion problems, and because the Corps had not recently been to many of these
communities. These assessments developed erosion rate maps, potential for damages, and
suggested solutions for the erosion problems that the communities could pursue. The
current funding of the overall Baseline Erosion Assessment was not sufficient to perform
more of these detailed assessments, but if more funding were made available, more of
these detailed assessments would be done.

Baseline Erosion Assessment - Erosion Interview Communities - The remaining
communities (of those that notified us they have erosion problems) are being contacted
for a telephone interview to determine the magnitude of the erosion issue that community
is experiencing. The results of this work will assist the Corps and other decision makers
to determine which communities are in greatest need of further detailed analysis. As new
communities are identified, they will also be contacted using the telephone interview for

! The Consolidated Appropriations Resolution, 2003 PL 108-7, Division D - Energy and Water
Development Appropriations, 2003, Conference Report (H.R. 108-10, page 807)

% The Energy and Water Appropriations Bill, 2006, Senate Report 109-84, Page 41

® The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2005, PL 108-447, Division C - Energy and Water Development
Appropriations Act, 2005

* General Accounting Office Report GAO-04-12, Alaska Native Villages- Most Are Affected by Flooding
and Erosion, but Few Qualify for Federal Assistance, December 2003.
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an initial assessment of their potential erosion problems. A contractor to the Corps is
performing the interviews and developing Erosion Information Papers for those
communities. These EIP have two pages of discussion, one page of photos, and an aerial
photo that shows where the erosion problem is. The Corps will use these EIP to assist in
determining which communities are in greatest need of further investigation.
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